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The bottom line is . . . the CIA program 

won’t go forward if there are vague stand-
ards applied like those in Common Article 3 
of the Geneva Convention. 

Not having this program will put 
Americans at risk by leaving us unable 
to gather the vital intelligence needed 
to fight this enemy. 

And where is the outrage of the 
American people? Do they have to 
‘‘drag their naked bodies through the 
streets of Mogadishu’’ before there is a 
wake-up call? 

I can’t blame the American people. 
All they have heard all weekend is 
‘‘Republican rebellion,’’ and the Senate 
Democrats are celebrating. So they 
should. They won, we lost. They suc-
cessfully picked off four Republicans 
and passed their ‘‘soft on terrorists’’ 
legislation. But the plump lady hasn’t 
sung yet. We can still reject this on the 
floor this week and pass the Presi-
dent’s bill. But to do this, Senators are 
going to have to hear from the folks 
back home—the folks who believe we 
need to quit worrying so much about 
the treatment of terrorists and get to 
the business of serious interrogation, 
even if it hurts someone’s feelings. 
Wake up, America; she is about to sing. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CORNYN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2006 DAVIDSON 
FELLOWS 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, it 
gives me great pleasure to pay tribute 
to 16 outstanding scholars who have re-
cently been announced as 2006 David-
son fellows. The Davidson Institute 
scholarships promote and reward stu-
dents under 18 years old who have un-
dertaken invaluable projects and stud-
ies for the greater good of our country 
and the world. These individuals are 
more than deserving of this great 
honor. Allow me to introduce each of 
the scholars and describe a bit about 
them and their projects. 

At the age of 12, Drew Petersen, of 
Oradell, NJ, is the youngest student 
ever accepted into the Manhattan 
School of Music Conducting Program. 
He hopes to become a performing pian-
ist, composer, and conductor. Drew’s 
project is entitled ‘‘Keeping Classical 
Music Alive.’’ He hopes that he can 
reach audiences through his piano per-
formances and inspire them to become 
more active and engaged listeners in 
all areas of their lives. 

Shivani Sud, a 16-year-old from Dur-
ham, NC, discovered a technology to 
deliver chemotherapeutic molecules to 
cancerous cells with increased effi-
ciency. Her project is entitled ‘‘HIV–1 

Tat and IGK-Chain Secretion Based 
Protein Transduction: a Novel Strat-
egy for Molecule Delivery.’’ Shivani’s 
research can help combat cancer and 
infectious diseases through more effec-
tive chemotherapy treatments. A sen-
ior at Jordan High School, Shivani 
hopes to eventually perform research 
in the field of medicine as a physician 
scientist. 

Heather Engebretson is a 16-year-old 
from Tuscaloosa, AL, who views music 
as a method of communication and a 
tool for social progress. Heather’s port-
folio, ‘‘Music as a Universal Commu-
nication,’’ showcases her wide range of 
prestigiously awarded musical talents. 
Heather will attend the University of 
Alabama this fall majoring in vocal 
performance, in hopes that the com-
bination of this experience and the 
courses she has taken through the 
Johns Hopkins distance learning pro-
gram will help her in someday ful-
filling her dream of becoming an opera 
singer. 

The discoveries of 17-year-old Mi-
chael Viscardi from San Diego, CA, can 
potentially aid in next-generation air-
craft design, aerodynamics, medical 
imaging, astronomy, heat flow and 
fluid dynamics. Michael’s project, ‘‘On 
the Solution of the Dirichlet Problem 
with Rational Holomorphic Boundary 
Data,’’ portrays his solution of the 
thermal equilibrium of a heated metal 
plate. Michael will attend Harvard and 
the New England Conservatory in the 
fall, majoring in mathematics and vio-
lin performance respectively, and I 
have no doubt that he has the potential 
to become both a successful mathe-
matics professor and a professional vio-
linist. 

As a 17-year-old woman from Austin, 
TX, Stephanie Chen has already estab-
lished herself as an award-winning mu-
sician. Stephanie explores each piece in 
her piano portfolio, ‘‘A Musical Paint-
ing,’’ by creating images in her mind 
then, in her performance, conveying 
this passion to the audience. Stephanie 
is entering her senior year at 
Westwood High School and would like 
to pursue medical studies in college 
and play the piano professionally. 

Kyle Dacuyan is a 16-year-old young 
man from Sterling, VA, with a passion 
for writing. Kyle illustrates that he is 
able to empathize with other view-
points throughout his portfolio enti-
tled ‘‘What Have You Been, Where 
Have You Gone.’’ Kyle’s work examines 
familial relationships, complexities 
and oddities, and exhibits his unflinch-
ingly honest look at pride, love, and so-
cial class. As he enters his senior year 
at Potomac Falls High School, Kyle 
hopes to continue his lifelong passion 
for writing through his pursuit of col-
lege degrees in English and writing. 
Kyle also hopes to someday teach at 
the college level. 

Seventeen-year-old Varun Kumar, of 
Bellaire, TX, is determined to improve 
diagnostics in the field of medicine 
through more effective magnetic reso-
nance imaging, MRI. The implications 

of Varun’s research, found in his port-
folio entitled ‘‘Novel Properties in Eu-
ropium DOTA—tetramide Complex for 
use in MRI Contrast Agent,’’ could pro-
vide a more comprehensive and less 
invasive form of diagnosis in almost 
every field of medicine. Varun is a re-
cent graduate of Bellaire High School 
and will be attending Rice University 
in the fall. He plans to major in bio-
chemistry and pursue a career in medi-
cine or medical research, and I wish 
him the very best of luck. 

Sheela Krishnan is a 17-year-old 
young woman from Suffren, NY, who 
analyzed Paenicbacillus larvae, the 
bacterium that causes American 
foulbrood disease, AFB, a fatal disease 
that attacks honeybee larvae. Sheela 
created a safe, non-invasive and inex-
pensive preventative measure to pro-
tect honeybees in vivo from AFB. 
Sheela portrays her work in her port-
folio entitled ‘‘Isolation and Character-
ization of a Potential Probiotic Cock-
tail for the Control of American 
Foulbrood in Domestic Honeybees.’’ 
Sheela is a recent high school graduate 
and will be attending Brown University 
as a member of the 8-year liberal med-
ical education program. She hopes to 
major in both anthropology and biol-
ogy and then go on to become a doctor. 

The research of 17-year-old Adam 
Solomon, of Bellmore, NY, can help 
unlock clues about stellar evolution 
and formation, the history of our gal-
axy, and the formation of planetary 
systems. Displayed in his portfolio en-
titled ‘‘The Effects of Age on Brown 
Dwarf Spectral Features in the Near- 
Infrared’’ is Adam’s creation of an ana-
lytical tool for estimating a brown 
dwarf’s age and mass. Adam will attend 
Yale University where he plans to 
major in astronomy and physics and 
hopes to move on to the University of 
Cambridge for a master’s then on to 
Caltech or Harvard for a doctorate de-
gree. 

At the age of 17, Yi Sun, of San Jose, 
CA, applied combinatorial mathe-
matics to derive a formula for the ex-
pected winding number of a random 
walk on a unit lattice. Scientists can 
use this research to predict how many 
times the polymer will coil around an 
obstacle, or rod, thus, indicating the 
strength of the polymer. Yi’s astound-
ing research is displayed in his port-
folio entitled, ‘‘Combinatorics: On the 
Expected Winding Number of a Random 
Walk on the Unit Lattice,’’ and can be 
used in physics, computer science and 
material science. Yi recently grad-
uated from The Harker School and will 
be attending Harvard in the fall. Yi 
plans to major in mathematics and 
physics and hopes to pursue careers in 
both fields. 

Thirteen-year-old Travis Johnson, of 
Milwaukie, OR, has been studying clas-
sical guitar since he was 8. Travis is es-
tablishing himself as an award-winning 
musician, and his portfolio is entitled 
‘‘Trails of Hope: The Importance of 
Adding New Music to the Classical 
Repertoire.’’ Travis is currently home- 
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schooled and taught privately by 
teachers outside of the home. He stud-
ies music at Marylhurst University. 
Master guitar classes have played a 
large role in his life the past few years, 
and likely will play a role in his career 
ambition to become a classical 
guitarist. 

Albert Shieh is a 16-year-old young 
man from Paradise Valley, AZ, who 
created a computational tool used to 
analyze genetic sequence variability in 
humans, which will help in developing 
a better understanding of gene se-
quence variations that occur when a 
single nucleotide in the genome se-
quence is altered. Albert’s research 
portfolio, ‘‘A Novel Algorithm for 
Automated SNP Genotyping,’’ holds 
the promise to find the genetic basis 
for Alzheimer’s disease, autism, and bi-
polar disorder with highly targeted, 
personalized treatments. Albert re-
cently graduated from Chaparral High 
School and will attend Harvard in the 
fall and major in mathematics. Albert 
aspires to have a career as an intellec-
tual property lawyer. 

Anna Stalker, a 15-year-old young 
woman from Birmingham, AL, address-
es the persistent search for truth 
through different literary expressions 
and experiences in her portfolio, ‘‘The 
Reincarnation Journals.’’ In imagistic 
works, Anna explores the search for 
truth and beauty through depictions of 
human interaction and the inter-
actions of the larger cosmos. When 
Anna’s individual pieces are gathered, 
a larger meaning emerges. Entering 
her junior year at The Alamont School, 
Anna’s main source of academic and 
social enrichment is the Duke Talent 
Identification Program, TIP. Although 
she has no concrete career goals yet, 
she is sure of one thing—she wants her 
life to be a meaningful reflection of her 
passions. 

A 17-year-old young woman from 
Beaverton, OR, Anarghya Vardhana 
worked in the field of number theory to 
develop new starting values for the 
Lucas-Lehmer primality test. Her the-
orem/method, found in her portfolio en-
titled ‘‘Novel Method of Computing 
Jacobi Symbols for Mersenne Num-
bers,’’ can directly contribute to the 
pharmaceutical, chemical, materials, 
financial and information technology 
industries. Her theory also has broad 
implications in cryptography, specifi-
cally enhancing encryption systems to 
protect against identity theft. A recent 
high school graduate, Anarghya will 
attend Stanford University in the fall, 
and is leaning towards a major in phys-
ics or biology combined with a math 
major or minor. 

Xin—Cindy—Wang is a 17-year-old 
from Geneva, IL, and is a recent grad-
uate of the Illinois Math and Science 
Academy. Displayed in her portfolio, 
‘‘nm2608A, A New Naturally Arising 
Mouse Model for Human Autosomal 
Recessive Achromatopsia 2,’’ is Xin’s 
identification of a gene responsible for 
complete colorblindness in mice. Span-
ning genetics and ophthalmology, her 

results may one day be used to help 
people with achromatopsia 2, the most 
severe form of colorblindness, in which 
people can only see in shades of gray. I 
wish Xin much luck as she begins at-
tending Harvard in the fall, where she 
will be working towards a major in a 
biology-related field and becoming a 
college professor. 

At the age of 16, Steven Wu, of Fol-
som, CA, is contributing to the sci-
entific world in a major way. Steven 
designed a computer simulation algo-
rithm that produces superior results 
when compared with the current com-
mercial software in terms of better 
simulation of ion movement due to 
more accurate electrical field data. 
Steven’s project is entitled ‘‘Opti-
mizing Quadruple Ion Trap Geometry 
by Computer Simulations.’’ Advance-
ments in ion trap geometry can im-
prove all areas of laboratory science 
through mass spectrometry, as well as 
better monitoring of atmospheric pol-
lutants and detecting hazardous chem-
ical substances. Steven will be a senior 
at Mira Loma High School this fall. He 
plans to major in biomedical engineer-
ing/bioengineering, combining his in-
terests in biochemistry and mathe-
matics and eventually become a re-
search physician/scientist. 

As I said, these young men and 
women are more than deserving of the 
awards they have earned. Through hard 
work and determination, these individ-
uals have already made changes in the 
fields of science, writing, and mathe-
matics, which will no doubt improve 
the lives of the many others all over 
the world. As the President indicated 
in his State of the Union address, our 
country’s future competitiveness in the 
global economy will depend on bright 
and promising young people. Learning 
about these 16 remarkable students 
makes me optimistic about our Na-
tion’s future. I thank the Davidson In-
stitute for their efforts to encourage 
and nurture our future leaders in a va-
riety of fields and I thank these young 
and talented scholars for all of their in-
novative contributions to society. 

f 

CRISIS OF DEMOCRACY IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I wish to 
share with the Senate an important 
analysis of the current crisis of democ-
racy in the Middle East by one of 
Egypt’s wisest and most courageous 
voices for democracy. 

We all have an interest in supporting 
democracy. We also recognize that 
countries in the Middle East, including 
Muslim countries with which we have 
close relations, are confronting dif-
ficult and divisive social, religious, and 
political challenges. These challenges 
have no simple solutions. But we 
should be concerned with the support 
that the Bush administration, like 
many of its predecessors, gives to auto-
cratic and corrupt regimes in this vola-
tile part of the world. It has contrib-
uted to anger and disillusionment, par-

ticularly among Muslims, toward their 
own governments and toward the 
United States, and growing support for 
those who promote extremist political 
and religious agendas. 

Saad Eddin Ibrahim is a respected 
Egyptian prodemocracy activist and 
sociologist. He founded the Ibn 
Khaldun Center for Development Stud-
ies at the American University of 
Cairo, one of the few independent re-
search institutions in the Arab world. 
He has been wrongly imprisoned, and 
then acquitted, for his criticism of the 
Egyptian Government and for his rela-
tions with international organizations. 
Saad Ibrahim is a respected and prin-
cipled advocate for human rights and 
democratic values, and he represents a 
voice of reason and tolerance in an in-
creasingly polarized and antagonistic 
Muslim society. 

His recent op-ed in the Washington 
Post should serve as a wake-up call for 
proponents of our current policies in 
support of repressive regimes around 
the world. He has had the courage to 
speak out against Muslim dictator-
ships, and he not only represents those 
who oppose authoritarianism but also 
those who oppose radical Islam and ex-
tremism. 

All Senators should take the time to 
consider Saad Ibrahim’s perspective, 
and I ask unanimous consent that his 
op-ed be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Washington Post, Aug. 23, 2006] 
THE ‘‘NEW MIDDLE EAST’’ BUSH IS RESISTING 

(By Saad Eddin Ibrahim) 
President Bush and Secretary of State 

Condoleezza Rice may be quite right about a 
new Middle East being born. In fact, their 
policies in support of the actions of their 
closest regional ally, Israel, have helped 
midwife the newborn. But it will not be ex-
actly the baby they have longed for. For one 
thing, it will be neither secular nor friendly 
to the United States. For another, it is going 
to be a rough birth. 

What is happening in the broader Middle 
East and North Africa can be seen as a boo-
merang effect that has been playing out 
slowly since the horrific events of Sept. 11, 
2001. In the immediate aftermath of those at-
tacks, there was worldwide sympathy for the 
United States and support for its declared 
‘‘war on terrorism,’’ including the invasion 
of Afghanistan. Then the cynical exploi-
tation of this universal goodwill by so-called 
neoconservatives to advance hegemonic de-
signs was confirmed by the war in Iraq. The 
Bush administration’s dishonest statements 
about ‘‘weapons of mass destruction’’ dimin-
ished whatever credibility the United States 
might have had as liberator, while disastrous 
mismanagement of Iraqi affairs after the in-
vasion led to the squandering of a conven-
tional military victory. The country slid 
into bloody sectarian violence, while official 
Washington stonewalled and refused to 
admit mistakes. No wonder the world has 
progressively turned against America. 

Against this declining moral standing, 
President Bush made something of a come-
back in the first year of his second term. He 
shifted his foreign policy rhetoric from a 
‘‘war on terrorism’’ to a war of ideas and a 
struggle for liberty and democracy. Through 
much of 2005 it looked as if the Middle East 
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